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Resumen

Este libro es el primero de una serie de volimenes colectivos dedicados al estudio de los campesinados
preindustriales en la Peninsula Ibérica y otros espacios europeos desde la Historia y la Arqueologia Social.
Esta tematica conocié un importante auge a lo largo del siglo xx, pero ha decaido progresivamente en los
ultimos decenios en el marco de las renovaciones tedricas que caracterizan el giro posmoderno y la caida del
telén de acero. No obstante, la emergencia de una nueva arqueologia rural y del campesinado, la creciente
atencion a los paisajes culturales, la renovacion de la historia social europea y las profundas consecuencias
que ha tenido la crisis financiera de los afios 2007-2008 han creado las condiciones para interrogarse acerca
de la vigencia de esta temadtica, asi como analizar los nuevos enfoques tedricos y metodolégicos que se estan
utilizando. Adoptando una innovadora perspectiva diacrénica, estos volimenes recogen algunas de las
principales aportaciones que se estin realizando en torno al estudio del campesinado preindustrial desde
una perspectiva interdisciplinar. Este primer libro de la serie se ocupa del campesinado desde la prehistoria
hasta la edad media desde una perspectiva preferentemente arqueolégica.

Laburpena

Liburu hau iberiar penintsulako eta beste hainbat esparru europarretako industriaurreko nekazalgoa
Historia eta Arkeologia sozialaren ikuspuntutik ikertzen duten liburuki kolektiboz osatutako bildumaren
lehenengo alea da. Gai honek une gorena bizi izan zuen xX. mendean zehar, baina azken hamarkadatan
etengabe garrantzia galdu du bira postmodernoa eta altzairuzko oihalaren erorialdia bereizten duten
berrikuntza teorikoen testuinguruan. Hala ere, landa- eta nekazalgoaren arkeologia berriaren sorrerak,
paisaia kulturalei emandako gero eta arreta handiagoak, historia sozial europarraren berrikuntzak
eta 2007-2008 urtetako finantza-krisiaren ondorio latzek, egoera prestatu dute gai honen indarra
berriz jorratzeko, eta baita bere ikuspuntu teoriko eta metodologiko berriak ere. Ikuspegi diakroniko
berritzailea hartuz, liburuki hauek nekazalgoari buruzko ikerketak bereizten dituzten ikuspuntu teoriko
eta metodologiko berriak lantzen dituzte diziplinarteko ikusmolde batean oinarrituta. Lehenengo liburuki
honen gaia aurrehistoria eta erdi aroaren arteko nekazalgoa da, batez ere ikuspegi arkeologikotik.

Abstract

This book is the first in a series of collective volumes devoted to studying pre-industrial peasantries in the
Iberian Peninsula and other European spaces from History and Social Archaeology. This theme experienced
a major boom throughout the twentieth century but has progressively declined in recent decades within the
theoretical renewal that characterized the postmodern turn and the fall of the Iron Curtain. However, the
emergence of a new rural and peasant archaeology, increasing attention to cultural landscapes, the renewal
of European social history and the profound consequences of the 2007-2008 financial crisis have created the
conditions to question the validity of this topic, as well as to analyze the new theoretical and methodological
approaches being used. Following an innovative diachronic perspective, these volumes explore the renewed
theoretical and methodological perspectives that characterize pre-industrial peasantry studies from an
interdisciplinary perspective. This first book in the series deals with peasantry from prehistory to the Middle
Ages from a preferably archaeological perspective.



10 RESUMEN, LABURPENA, ABSTRACT, RIASSUNTO, RESUME

Riassunto

Questo libro ¢ il primo di una serie di volumi collettivi dedicati allo studio del mondo contadino in epoca
preindustriale nella Penisola Iberica ed in altri spazi europei a partire dalla prospettiva della Storia e della
Archeologia Sociale. Questa tematica ha conosciuto un certo interesse nel corso del secolo xx, decadendo
progressivamente al finire del secolo stesso, nell'ambito dei rinnovamenti teorici che hanno caratterizzato
la svolta postmoderna e la caduta della cortina di ferro. Ciononostante, I'’emergere di una nuova
archeologia rurale e del mondo contadino, la crescente attenzione ai paesaggi dal punto di vista culturale, il
rinnovamento della storia sociale europea e le profonde conseguenze che ha avuto la crisi finanziaria degli
anni 2007-2008 hanno creato le condizioni per interrogarsi sulla validita di questo problema, nonché sulle
prospettive utilizzate. Adottando una prospettiva diacronica innovativa, questi volumi esplorano i rinnovati
approcci teorici e metodologici che caratterizzano gli studi del mondo contadino preindustriale da una
prospettiva interdisciplinare. Questo primo libro della serie si occupa del mondo contadino dalla preistoria
al medioevo a partire da un punto di vista principalmente archeologico.

Resumé

Ce livre est le premier d’'une série de volumes collectifs consacrés a ’étude de la paysannerie
préindustrielle dans la Péninsule Ibérique et dans d’autres espaces européens du point de vue de
I'Histoire et de '’Archéologie Sociales. Cette thématique a connu un important développement au cours
du xx¢ siecle, mais elle est ensuite déclinée progressivement dans les derniéres décennies, dans le cadre
des renouvellements théoriques qui caractérisent le virage postmoderne et la chute du Rideau de Fer.
Cependant, I'émergence d’'une nouvelle archéologie rurale et de la paysannerie, la croissante attention
aux paysages culturels, le renouvellement de l'histoire sociale européenne et les profondes conséquences
de la crise financiere des années 2007-2008, ont créé les conditions appropriées pour se demander autour
de la validité de cette thématique, ainsi que sur les nouvelles approches théoriques et méthodologiques
employées. Tout en adoptant une innovatrice perspective diachronique, ces volumes ont le but d’explorer
ces nouvelles approches qui caractérisent les études de la paysannerie préindustrielle depuis une perspective
interdisciplinaire. Ce premier livre de la série s’'occupe de la paysannerie depuis la Préhistoire jusqu’au
Moyen Age, adoptant de préférence une perspective archéologique.
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Preface

The series titled “Archaeology and History of the Peasantries. From the Late Prehistory to the European
Common Agriculture policy” published in the collection “Documents of Medieval Archaeology” is one of
the main results of the research project ‘Peasantry Agency and Sociopolitical Complexity in North-western
Iberia in Medieval Ages’ funded by the Ministry of Economy and Competitiveness within the National Plan
for R&D, as part of the Research Challenges in 2016. This project is part of a broader initiative consisting
of four coordinated subprojects entitled ‘Local spaces and social complexity. The medieval roots of a 21st
century problem’, which intends to understand the current rural communities in Southern Europe as heirs
to a historical process of management and exploitation of local space dominated by the persistence of
forms of collective organization in a permanent cooperative/conflict relationship with external actors of all
kinds. One of the first axes in order to address this issue is, necessarily, to consider the genealogy of these
historical subjects from a variety of approaches.

The main objective of this series is to explore the new theoretical and methodological approaches
that characterize historical and archaeological studies of pre-industrial peasantries developed in recent
years in the Iberian Peninsula and other European spaces. This theme experienced a major boom
throughout the twentieth century, but has progressively declined in recent decades as a result of the
theoretical renewal that characterized the postmodern turn, the fall of the Iron Curtain and, more
generally, the progressive marginalization and disappearance of peasantry in favour of farmers embedded
in a capitalist logic (RODRIGUEZ BECERRA, MACIAS SANCHEZ 2009). However, the emergence of
a new archaeology of peasantries and rural areas, the recent renewal of social history in Europe and the
profound consequences of the 2007-2008 financial crisis have created the conditions to question the
validity and usefulness of this topic, and even this category of analysis. Increasing attention to cultural
landscapes, processes of heritage of the rural environment, progressive erosion of collective identities
through practices such as the registration of religious property or communal property appropriation
and expropriation are some of the milestones that today characterize our capitalist society, culturally
urban and generating forms of commodification, marginalization and subalternisation of societies
and rural environment. Paradoxically, not only do peasants remain a majority on the planet, but their
numerical entity has increased significantly in recent decades, particularly in Africa and Asia. But in
addition, there are specialists who have not hesitated to underline the relevance that the processes of “re-
peasantification” of rural areas are having in Europe and the West (PLOEG 2008) or the centrality that
peasant cultures will have in the future in order to achieve forms of “sustainable development” in an era
marked by the climate crisis (PEREZ-VITORIA 2005), as highlighted at the recent COP25 World Climate
Summit in Madrid. (https://www.cop25.cl/#/).

Being aware of the complexity of such intellectual challenge and aiming to avoid the more than common
tendency to academic fragmentation with which Humanities address present societies challenges, on
this occasion it has been decided that an innovative path in a triple direction is to be followed. First, a
diachronic and long-lasting approach has been prioritized. Efforts to study peasants over different historical
periods are not very frequent (ROSENER 1994; SCOTT 1998; TAUGER 2011), which makes it difficult to
question the assumptions of each academic area or community. Secondly, there have been a diversity of
researchers involved all of whom share an interest in new social history and are developing new theoretical
and methodological proposals. Thirdly, although the focus of the project is located on the Iberian Peninsula,
significant comparisons with other European territories under study have been made.

This first volume of the series deals with peasantries from prehistory to the Middle Ages from a
preferably archaeological perspective. Some of the chapters that make up this volume were presented at
a scientific meeting held at the Faculty of Arts of the University of the Basque Country in Vitoria-Gasteiz
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in October 2018. However, the text does not include the final conclusions of the colloquium as such,
since there are contributions which have been incorporated and, on the other hand, other texts have been
published in other sites (PINAR 2017; DAVIES 2019). In conclusion, we must express our sincere thanks
to all the people and institutions that have participated in the creation of this volume, starting with all
the authors, the reviewers of the originals, the Faculty of Humanities and the Department of Geography,
Prehistory and Archaeology of the University of the Basque Country / Euskal Herriko Unibertsitatea.

Juan Antonio QUIROS CASTILLO
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Do we need an archaeology of peasantries?

A new look at rural history

(in the light of the Iberian experience)

ABSTRACT

In this volume it is argued that the new archaeo-
logical studies that are being carried out around pre-
industrial peasantry represent a factor of profound
renewal in rural history. This introduction first dis-
cusses the context in which an archaeology of peas-
antry in the Iberian Peninsula and other European
spaces has emerged in recent decades. Secondly, it
intends to transcend traditional academic fragmen-
tation and prioritize the study of the historical evo-
lution of the social landscape over the analysis of the
usual research topics. Then, the main contents of the
volume are presented, focusing on the different theo-
retical and methodological approaches used by the au-
thors. The nine chapters in the volume analyze peas-
antry between protohistory and the Middle Ages from
three main thematic axes: social complexity, peasantry
agency, and economy and land use. Finally, in the light
of these contributions a general characterization of
peasantry archaeology in Iberia over the last decade is
carried out, showing the main trends studied and their
strengths and weaknesses. The introduction concludes
by suggesting some proposals for the future.

KEYWORDS: Rural history, Peasant Studies, Political
economy, Anthropology, Sociology, Iberia, Longue
durée, Landscape Archaeology.

1. INTRODUCTION

Despite the fact that the ‘Journal of Peasant
Studies’ or the ‘Journal of Agrarian Change’ are
ranked amongst the most cited academic journals
in Anthropology, Cultural Studies or Arts and
Humanities according to SJR (Scimago Journal
and Country Rank)’, it is not hard to say that

! Journal of Peasant Studies h 75, Q1 in Anthro-
pology, Arts and Humanities (miscellaneous), Cul-
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peasant studies are considered by most historians
and archaeologists as an old-fashioned subject,
and that peasant studies have faded away from
academic research agendas over the last two de-
cades (BORRAS 2009, p. 17). Indeed, many scho-
lars avoid the term peasant or peasantry, calling
them non-elite, commoners, farmers, lower
classes, dwellers, etc. and an explicit refusal of
peasantry as a historical or archaeological subject
can sometimes be found in recent academic
production (THEUWS 2010; BLAIR 2018;
SABLOFF 2019).

Obviously, this is an oversimplification, and
some historians and archaeologists have been
recently working on the study of peasantry. In
archaeological terms Chris Loveluck’s work
‘Northwest Europe in Early Middle Ages, c. AD
600-1150" pays attention to the elite as well as
peasantry, middle groups, artisans and traders
(LOVELUCK 2013). Another influential work is
Chris Wickham’s monumental study ‘Framing the
Early Middle Ages. Europe and the Mediterranean,
400-800’, where he defines a peasant mode of
production in order to analyze the dynamics
of rural social landscapes (WICKHAM 2005).
However, the main intellectual references of
Wickham’s model date back to the 1960s and
70s, in the works of Marshall Sahlins, Ester
Boserup and Claude Meillassoux (BOSERUP 1965;
SAHLINS 1972; MEILLASSOUX 1975). In sum,
it seems that discontinuity may exist between
the ‘golden age’ of historical and archaeological
peasant studies in the 1960s to 80s and present
research.

tural Studies (https://www.scimagojr.com/journalsearch.
php?q=15670&tip=sid&clean=0); Journal of Agrarian
Change h 52, QI in Anthropology, Archaeology, Archaeo-
logy (arts and humanities), Global and Planetary Change
topics (https://www.scimagojr.com/journalsearch.
php?q=96592&tip=sid&clean=0).
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Indeed, the two graphs in Figure 1 illustrate
this tendency. Both curves have been obtained
using the Google Books Ngram tool. This is an
online search engine that plots the frequencies of
any term using a yearly count found in Google’s
text corpora. In the first curve, reflecting English-
language production, references to ‘peasants’
become frequent from the 1930s onwards to
suffer a dramatic and progressive numerical
reduction from the 1970s. In contrast, the
curve for Spanish-language production shows
a progressive increase in the term ‘campesinos’

0.00300%
0.00250% A
0.00200% +
0.00150% A

0.00100% A

from the 1960s, reaches its maximum frequency
between the 70s and 90s and declines markedly
after the end of the century.

Even though the limitations of this diagnostic
tool have to be taken into account, both curves
show clear trends in the vigor of this topic in
scientific production in two directions: on the one
hand, there is a difference between Anglo-Saxon
and Hispanic academic cultures since the fall of
the Berlin Wall; on the other hand, studies on
peasantry have contracted significantly in recent
decades.
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Figure 1.1. Frequency of the words ‘peasants’ and ‘farmers’ in bibliographic production in English and Spanish between 1920 and

2008 according to Google Books Ngram.





